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Love and peace be upon all,

Today, as every year, the world commemorates International Women's Day, and let’s not forget
that this is also the month we celebrate Mother’s Day — another noble role for women. On the
occasion of the 4th edition of the Women'’s Film Week, we are also celebrating women in a
special artistic way, adding a different flavor to this year’s edition of the Film Week.

This week of film screenings is about exceptional women, who strived to overcome challenges in
order to achieve their dreams; those are either women who already changed the course of history
or ordinary women who set the example by finding the courage and the will to make a change.

We are screening stories that are already carved in history — whose script have been written
through passion, hard work and the determination to continue the path that other women have
previously paved, while passing the baton with pride to future generations.

This week, we are acknowledging women who successfully claimed their rights and who
deserved to become champions in various fields. While there is still a long way to go before
reaching full gender equality and the recognition of women’s rights, we believe that women have
the potential — and will show their potential — to overcome any obstacle on their war and to find
their place in their own community, society and country.

What a thrilling moment to film, document and direct these amazing stories, which are not the
figment of our imagination but actual stories of dreams coming true. These are our heroes who
dreamt hard, worked hard, and achieved the highest simple because they believe they could have
made it.

Thank you, thanks to them and thanks to all the men all over the world who believe and support
women, and who promote gender equality.

Ghada Saba
Artistic Director
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Burden of Peace
6:30 PM

Joey Boink, Documentary, 115 min, Spanish with English subtitles, Guatemala, 2015

‘Burden of Peace' tells the impressive story of Claudia Paz y Paz, the first woman to lead the
Public Prosecutor’s Office of Guatemala. The country that has been ravaged for years by a
devastating civil war, in which nearly 200,000 Mayan Indians were systematically
massacred, is today one of the most violent countries in the world. Claudia starts a frontal
attack against corruption, drug gangs and impunity and does what everyone had hitherto
held to be impossible: she arrests former dictator Efrain Rios Montt on charges of genocide.
His conviction becomes the first conviction of a former head of state for genocide in a
national court in the world history.

The documentary was released during the Movies that Matter Film Festival in March 2015.
The film was nominated for a Golden Calf for Best Documentary at the Netherlands Film
Festival 2015, and won awards at film festivals in Biarritz, Brussels, Bratislava and Vienna. It
has been recently nominated for the Social Impact Media Award.
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Dreamcatcher
6:00 PM

Kim Longinotto, Documentary, 144min, English, USA, 2015

For twenty-five years, Brenda Myers-Powell called herself 'Breezy' and dominated her
world, or that's what she thought. It was a world that had turned her into a teenage,
drug-addicted prostitute. After a violent encounter with a 'John,' Brenda wakes up in
the hospital and decides to change her life. Today, she is a beacon of hope and a pillar
of strength for hundreds of women and girls, who want to change their own lives.

'Dreamcatcher' explores the cycle of neglect, violence and exploitation which each
year leaves thousands upon thousands of girls and women feeling that prostitution is
their only option to survive. By following the very charming, charismatic and truly
empathic Brenda, we enter the lives of young women and see their realities from their
points of view.

The documentary has won the World Cinema Documentary Award at the Sundance Film
Festival in 2015 and the Grand Special Jury prize as Best Film at the 8th Festival of Muscat.
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Behind Closed Doors
8:30 PM

Mohammed Ahed Bensouda, 102min, Narrative, Arabic with English subtitles,
Morocco, 2013

Samira is an attractive, young Moroccan woman, who is happily married to a banker.
Their lives are turned upside down with the appointment of a new director in the
company, where Samira works, as he begins to harass her. As Samira categorically
refuses, the harassment metamorphoses into vengeance and her life becomes a living
hell. After several attempts to resolve the problem through administrative steps in the
hierarchy of the company, she turns towards a women’s association, whose mission is
to defend the rights of women and to force the authorities to establish legislation
against sexual harassment. This is where she finds herself at a dead end, because it is

very difficult to obtain material proof to support her accusations before the law.

The movie has won the Remi Winner Special Jury Award at 46th Worldfest Houston
International Film Festival.
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Harmony
6:00 PM

Kang Dae-kyu, Narrative, 115min, Korean with English subtitles, South Korea, 2010

Hong Jeong-hye is sentenced to serve 10 years in prison after killing her abusive
husband. Pregnant at the time of her arrest, she gives birth to a baby boy behind bars,
but must give him up for adoption according to the law. One day, she sets out to start
a choir with the help of Kim Moon-ok, a fellow inmate on death row for killing her
adulterous husband and mistress. The prison chief promises her a special outing with
her baby if she succeeds.

The movie sold over 3 million tickets in Korea, making it the 5th best-selling film of the
year in the country.

M) sluil) Basahl ¥l (0 doly Wgeo
Slus drolt)] delud)
VoA Wl L5dodV) J dez 5 e dlaa¥ls lsy B3 V-0 sl 030
039 & usl) @Y CYSs S (e dodeg deiin eslud) &gy paad Joo 8yuadl] MSYI (o ds oz
(d2elely daaye daz ) Olizghl CMalelly Oljsadl SUMI eg dgss dos 258 Je 3553
One UN Voice for Women Champions
8:00 PM

A collection of short movies on women champions, produced and presented by
United Nations Agencies based in Jordan, focusing on decent job opportunities,
women Syrian refugees and migrant workers. (Arabic and English subtitles).
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SHE++
8:30 PM

Ayna Agarwal and Ellora Israni, Documentary, 12 min, English, USA, 2012

Between 2000 and 2009, even as smartphones and social media democratized access to
technology around the world, the number of first-year undergraduate women consider-
ing computer science in the U.S. plummeted 79 percent. In 2012, “She++" was founded
to empower young women in computer science, believing that the communities creating
technology should reflect those consuming it. The documentary follows the creative,
intelligent, and trailblazing women in tech to galvanize us to explore our potential.
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Big Dream

8:45 PM

Kelly Cox, Documentary, 90 min, English, USA, 2014

“Big Dream” follows the intimate stories of seven young women, who are breaking
barriers and overcoming personal challenges to follow their passions in science, math,
computing and engineering. The film shows the struggles of these women, in their own
words, and the self-confidence and dedication it takes for them to persevere to reach
their goal. Each of these girls defy the stereotype of what it means to be an over achiev-
ing woman in any field and are wonderful role models for girls all over the world.

In 2014, the documentary was awarded at the Napa Valley Film Festival for Best Production.
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Sophie Scholl: The Final Days
6:00 PM

Marc Rothemund, Narrative, 120min, German with English subtitles, Germany, 2005

In 1943, as Hitler continues to wage war across Europe, a group of college students
mount an underground resistance movement in Munich. Dedicated expressly to the
downfall of the monolithic Third Reich war machine, they call themselves the “White
Rose”. One of its few female members, Sophie Scholl, is captured during a dangerous
mission to distribute pamphlets on campus. Unwavering in her convictions and loyalty
to the “White Rose”, her cross-examination by the Gestapo quickly escalates into a
searing test of wills as Scholl delivers a passionate call to freedom and personal respon-
sibility that is both haunting and timeless.

The film has won Silver Bear Awards for Best Director and Best Actress at Berlinale
2015. Sophie Scholl has received three Lolas (German Oscars) including the Audience
Award and Best Actress Award to Jentsch for her brilliant characterization of the title
role. It was nominated for an Oscar in the category Best Foreign Language Film.
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Catia’s Choice
8:30 PM

Roberto Burchielli, Documentary, 50 min, Documentary, Italian with English subtitles,
ltaly, 2014

The film tells the story of the many migrants rescued and of Catia Pellegrino, the first
woman to command an Italian navy vessel. It is early afternoon on the 11th of
October 2013. Only a week earlier, another ramshackle boat packed with Libyan
migrants had capsized just half a nautical mile from the entrance of Lampedusa
harbour. It turned over three times before the sea swallowed it up. That Thursday 3
October, 194 corpses were recovered, an already exceptional body count that told
only part of the story. On 11 October, the Italian navy announced the official figure of
366 victims with a further 20 missing presumed dead. It was one of the biggest
disasters in the Mediterranean’s long history.
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Eye contact
6:00 PM

Nakamura Kazuhiko, Documentary, 88 min, Japanese with Arabic subtitles, Japan, 2010

Once every four years, the International Deaf Olympics, or Deaflympics, are held for
athletes with hearing disabilities. This documentary follows Japan's first deaf women's
soccer team to compete in the games. Hailing from different professions and age
brackets, the women band together in preparation for the match. Making a name for
themselves, however, is no easy task. Learning from their experiences, they move
forward with a positive attitude.

The film was screened at the 2010 Taiwan International Documentary Festival and
Russia's International Disability Film Festival, "Breaking Down Barriers."
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Coco before Chanel
8:30 PM

Anne Fontaine, Narrative, 105 min, French with English subtitles, France, 2009

Several years after leaving the orphanage, Gabrielle Chanel finds herself working in a
provincial bar. She is both a seamstress for the performers and a singer, earning the
nickname “Coco” from the song she sings nightly with her sister. A liaison with Baron
Balsan gives her an entrée into French society and a chance to develop her gift for
designing increasingly popular hats. When she falls in love with the English business-
man, Arthur Capel, further opportunities open up, though life becomes ever more
complicated. The film tells the story of Coco Chanel's rise from obscure beginnings to
the heights of the fashion world.

In 2010, the movie won the César Award for Best Costumes and the Etoiles D'or du
Cinéma Francais for Best Film Composer. The film was nominated for an Academy
Award for Best Costume Designers in 2010 and won an award for Best Foreign
Language Film at the Oklahoma Film Critics Circle Awards.
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