
Your Excel lency Professor Khal id Karaki

Dist inguished guests,

Ladies and Gent lemen,

Good morning

I t  is a great honor for me to welcome you al l  here today at  the 

th ir teenth Japanese Language Speech Contest  jo int ly organized by the 

Universi ty of  Jordan, JICA off ice in Jordan, the Japanese Community 

Associat ion in Amman and the Embassy of  Japan.

I  would l ike to begin by expressing my sincere appreciat ion to a l l  

part ic ipants in th is event for their  hard work and courage.

I t  would not  have been possib le to hold the th ir teenth Speech Contest  

today without excel lent  preparat ion by the Universi ty of  Jordan. I  would 

l ike to extend my sincere grat i tude to His Excel lency Professor Khal id 

Al  Karaki ,  President of  Universi ty of  Jordan, and Professor Dr.  Ahmad 

Majdoubeh and their  col leagues who have worked on th is contest  and 

real ized today’s event.

My thanks should a lso go to a l l  Japanese language teachers 

dispatched by JICA who have played an indispensib le ro le in the 

development of  Japanese language educat ion in Jordan as wel l  as 

understanding of  Japanese culture.

In addit ion to these concerned part ies in Jordan, I am also del ighted to 
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welcome Japanese language teachers Mr.  Makoto Saito and Ms. Yumi 

Watanabe who came al l  the way f rom Syria to jo in us here today.

Ladies and gentlemen

People say that  Japanese is d i f f icu l t  to learn.  However,  I  am hopeful  

these dedicated contestants can now assure you that  i t  is  not .

The Universi ty of  Jordan and the Embassy of  Japan have been working

closely to develop the Japanese language study in th is cul tural ly 

d iverse society of  Jordan for seventeen years.  I  am encouraged that  so

many people are t rying to master the Japanese language and thereby 

hoping to bet ter understand Japan and Japanese cul ture.  

I  am also very proud to inform you that  a l l  efforts in teaching Japanese 

language in the past  decade have started to bear i ts f ru i ts.  A number of  

Jordanians have been awarded with scholarships by the Japanese 

government and are current ly pursuing postgraduate studies in Japan; 

others have f in ished and returned to Jordan whi le some wil l start  their  

studies at Japanese universi t ies next month.

Furthermore,  the Embassy of  Japan in cooperat ion with Japan 

Foundat ion has been running an annual Japanese-Language Program for 

Overseas Students in which outstanding students of  Japanese language 

are given the opportuni ty to vis i t  Japan and to deepen their  knowledge of  

Japanese language, society,  and cul ture for the purpose of  further 

encouragement of  their  study.  

In th is regard,  I  am very happy to inform you that a l l  of  these great 

achievements have led to several  discussions between Japan and the 

Universi ty of  Jordan aiming at establ ishing a BA course in Japanese-

Engl ish Language and Li terature at the universi ty.  I  do appreciate the 



effort  being put so far f rom the Universi ty s ide;  however,  I  would l ike to 

ask for more cooperat ion in order to real ize the bir th of  th is new program. 

The more effort  you put,  the quicker we succeed in achieving our plan.

I  am hopeful  therefore,  that  you cont inue to work harder to achieve 

higher levels of  Japanese language abi l i ty and mot ivate your f r iends and 

col leagues to fo l low your steps!

Ladies and gentlemen

I  am very much looking forward to l is tening to your speeches and 

haikus.

No matter what the resul ts of  the contest  may be, your part ic ipat ion wi l l  

be most valuable and be a considerable achievement in i tsel f . I  have 

the pleasure to invi te the top winners in th is contest  for lunch at  my 

residence next  Saturday,  20 March to praise you on your 

accompl ishment together with the alumni of  former Japanese 

government scholarship students and new scholars who wi l l  leave to 

Japan in Apri l  to pursue their  h igher educat ion.

Last  but  not  least  and as part  of  the embassy’s cul tura l  events,  I  would 

l ike to invi te you al l , your famil ies and f r iends to a concert  by 

Hanatemari ,  a duo by sisters Mikiko and Naoko Goto, in which they wi l l  

p lay the koto,  a t radi t ional  Japanese str inged musical  instrument,  and 

the western f lute, in the evening of  Monday 26 Apri l  2010 at Al  Hussein 

Cultural  Center.

For now, let  me wish you every success in the study of  the Japanese 

language and good luck at  the contest .

Thank you for your at tent ion.


