The Embassy of Japan in Jordan

in collaboration with Japan Foundation and
Japanese Community Association in Amman
Proudly Presents

(c) Photo by Mr. Takashi Shigemoto

Ms. Mari Kumamoto

Terra Sancta College, Wednesday, 3rd February 2010 at 19:00
Al Hussein Cultural Center, Thursday, 4th February 2010 at 19:30



Warm welcome message from Ambassador

Excellencies, Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good Evening.

| would like to welcome you all here tonight to this special piano recital by
internationally renowned, as one of Japan’'s most prominent pianists, Ms.
Mari Kumamoto on the occasion of her first visit to the Middle East.

Ms. Kumamoto is one of the busiest multitalented pianists in Japan, making
many national and international tours as well as frequent appearances on
Japanese television, so | am extremely happy to welcome Ms. Kumamoto’s
performance here despite her very busy schedule.

The Embassy of Japan in Jordan's cultural events calendar for 2010 surely
kicks off with a highlight by Ms. Kumamoto’s piano recital.

| want to express my sincere appreciation to Japan Foundation, Japanese
Community Association in Amman, Hussein Cultural Center and Terra

Sancta College for their full support in making these recitals possible.

To follow international musical etiquette, please do not take photos and

kindly switch off mobile phones during the recital.

Thank you for joining us, and let us enjoy the music tonight.

Ambassador of Japan to Jordan

H.E. Mr. Tetsuo Shioguchi
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Ms. Mari Kumamoto’s Profile

Ms. Mari Kumamoto was born in Tokyo. She began to study the piano at the age of 5. When
she was 10, her family moved to Spain.

From 1975, she studied under Joaquin Soriano at the Madrid National School of Music. She
took the first prize in the Spain Youth Music Contest.

In 1982, she entered the Julliard School of Music on a scholarship, where she studied under
Sascha Gorodnitzki.

Later in 1985, she entered the Royal Academy of Music in the U.K., where she studied
under Christopher Elton, and privately, under Andrew Esterhazy. She won a prize at the
Newport International Music Competition for Young Pianists, which was presented by the
late Diana, Princess of Wales.

After graduating from the Royal Academy of Music in 1986, she became the youngest
recipient of the Recital Diploma. She returned to Japan the same year.

In 1991, Ms. Kumamoto made the world’s first recording of the complete works of the
Spanish composer Frederico Mompou (1893- 1987).

In 1993, she translated the biography of Mompou, «Musica Callada». The same year, she
was named an Associate of the Royal Academy of Mfusic (ARAM), a distinction conferred
only upon Royal Academy graduates who have shown conspicuous achievements.

In 1994, she performed in Prague with the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra at its Sylvester
(New Year's Eve) concert.

In 1996, she held a recital in Spain, as a participant of «Japan Week».

In 1998, she held a recital in Prague, and also performed with Josef Suk and the Suk
Chamber Orchestra.

She has been going on tour in Japan every autumn since 1995.
She performed with the members of Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra in November 2006.

From April 2000, she played the role of host in the program «BS Classic Pick-Up» of
«Geijutsu Gekijo»(«Art Theater») broadcasted on NHK Educational TV.

In April 2008, she became a professor of Music Performance Department, Osaka University
of Arts. With her involvement in a variety of activities, the multi-talented Kumamoto
continues to win a wide range of fans.
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Recital Program

¥ g4

1st part

Chopin Waltz No.9 in A-flat major Op. 69 -1 “L'adieu”
Waltz No.6 in D-flat major Op. 64 -1 “Petit chien”
Prelude No.15 in D-flat major Op. 28 -15 “Raindrop”

Liszt Liebestrdume No.3 in A-flat major

Schumann/arr. Liszt  Widmung Op. 25- 1

Brahms Waltz No.15 in A-major Op. 38- 15

Bizet *Aragonaise”’, "Habanera” and “Air de toréador”

from Opera “Carmen”
Hajime Okumura Komoriuta (Lullaby)
Odori (Dance)

Intermission 15minutes
U4 3 S—

2nd Part

Mompou Canciones y danzas
Impresiones Intimas No.9 “Gitano”
Variaciones sobre un theme de Chopin
Hajime Okumura Japanese folksongs
Granados Danzas Espanolas No.5 "Andaluza (Playera) Op.37- 5
Larregla Viva Navarra!
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Embassy of Japan in Jordan
Tel: (06) 5932005, Fax: (06) 5931006, e-mail: Japaneseembassy@batelco.jo
www.jordan.emb-japan.go.jp



