Ambassador’s speech at the signing ceremony for UNRWA Food Aid 2009

Amman, 16 July 2009

Her Excellency Ms. Karen Koning AbuZayd, the Commissioner-General of UNRWA,

Eng. Wajeeh Azayzeh, Director General of Palestinian Affairs Department,

Mr. Shigeru Okamoto, Chief Representative of JICA,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am pleased to be present here today at this signing ceremony for the Food Aid 2009, worth 600 million yen (equivalent to 6million US dollars). It is a grant from the people of Japan to the Palestine refugees through the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) for the purchase of wheat flour and pulses.
Living conditions of Palestine refugees remain difficult, due to the world financial crisis, economic blockade, restriction of movement, political division and stagnant peace process. Especially the predicament of refugees in Gaza is a great concern. Two weeks ago, I visited Gaza and saw firsthand the environment they are forced to live in. Acute shortage of goods was striking. The ruins of destructed buildings and plastic sheets used for windows as a substitute for glass were a painful reminder of the incident which took place six months ago. It is regrettable that reconstruction has not yet to come, despite the commitment of the international community. 
Yet what impressed me most was the image of Palestine refugees struggling to live in the face of adversity. Japan sincerely hopes that this Food Aid will contribute to alleviating the hardship of Palestine refugees mainly in Gaza. 
Ladies an Gentlemen,
Japan’s assistance through UNRWA started in 1953, and total amount until now has reached to $560 million, including Food Aid since 1970. Assistance to the Palestine refugees through UNRWA has been one of the pillars of Japan’s peace efforts in the region. Japan has also encouraged political dialogue between Israel and Palestinian sides and promoted economic development assistance which is represented in “Corridor for Peace and Prosperity” project in Jericho. Japan will continue to be strongly committed to the peace in the region.
Ladies an Gentlemen,
Japan considers UNRWA as an important partner to realize our diplomatic principle of human security and to promote peace in the region. The Government of Japan will continue to support UNRWA’s activities in partnership with donor countries as well as host governments. 
